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It is a great pleasure, once again, to introduce this issue of Friends of St. Vincentõs. The 

title of this magazine, which is now on its twentieth edition, really summarises the 

huge friendship towards St. Vincentõs and to particular areas of care within the  

hospital.  Over all the years, it is inspiring to witness the energy, creativity and  

enormous hard work that has generated in excess of û6.5M in support of patient 

care, research, equipment and medical education. 

 

We place great emphasis on transparent reporting of all income and expenditure. 

These are readily available on our website http://www.stvincentsfoundation.ie/transparency/ throughout 

the year and we always welcome any specific queries or requests for clarification. 

 

Each year in the Spring edition we summarise the key performance measures of the previous year.  

In 2018 we had total income, mainly from donations, bequests and fundraising proceeds of û515,547. 

These are broken out in the following charts.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.stvincentsfoundation.ie/transparency/
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During the year we provided grants of 

û461,614.  Again the fuller detail is set out 

in the chart here. 

 

 

 

 

 

Because St. Vincentõs Foundation is a run on a voluntary basis our costs are kept very low. In the last year 

they totalled û12,721. 
 

Apart from the annual reporting of performance, we are delighted to feature many other highlights in  

recent months. 

 

There are a terrific range of fundraising initiatives. Some of the organisers will be familiar to regular  

readers of this magazine as they have featured a number of times over the years. Many other are  

fundraising for St. Vincentõs for the very first time. The common feature among them all is a desire to 

make a real difference to a cause within the hospital that is very important to them. We sincerely thank 

them all for their superb generosity. 

 

In the expenditure enabled by all this support there are wonderful examples of improvements in patient 

care, outcomes and research that could never have happened without the contribution that we refer to so 

often. Some of the equipment purchased is very technical where others are more concerned with the  

immediate comfort of patients and their immediate family. All make a very substantial difference to the 

totality of patient care. 

 

On the research front we see real progress achieved in tackling major medical challenges and the  

supported teams within St. Vincentõs are often part of a wider collaboration with other groups throughout 

Ireland and internationally. A number of the research projects supported, by donors and fundraisers 

through St. Vincentõs Foundation, have gone on to access very substantial funds from outside research  

bodies thereby multiplying the positive outcomes.  

 

I hope that readers will be enthused by the impact of so many people helping to make a positive change to 

our medical care and to the potential to respond successfully to the continuing medical challenges now 

and in the future. 

 

Once again we express our deep appreciation to all who helped in any way. 

 

John Hickey,  C.E.O.  (Voluntary),  St. Vincentõs Foundation 



 

 

Message from Kay Connolly, C.E.O., S.V.U.H. 

Page 4 

Message from Ms. Kay Connolly, Chief Executive Officer, St. Vincentõs University Hospital 

 

It is my great pleasure to have been asked to contribute to this edition of St Vincentõs Foundation  

Newsletter. For many years the newsletter has provided a forum to thank the very many selfless people 

who give their time and money that allows St. Vincentõs Foundation to continue its excellent work in  

contributing to improved facilities for our patients. As Chief Executive Officer it is my role to oversee the 

management of the hospital on a day to day basis but also to plan for the future and ensure the hospital is 

in a position to meet the demands and challenges associated with treating acutely ill patients. Doing so  

requires the careful management of a fixed budget which often does not permit the hospital to improve or 

expand in all the areas that we would like. This is why I am so very grateful for every single donation to St. 

Vincentõs Foundation. Having worked in St. Vincentõs University Hospital for over 30 years I have seen 

first-hand the many, many ways in which your donations have had a huge positive impact for our patients 

and their families during their stay in the hospital. To every person who has raised money for St Vincentõs 

Foundation I offer my heartfelt thanks. Although the hospital is funded, the donations to the Foundation 

are very often the funds which support the provision of small yet important items in patient care areas 
which ensure that the stay in hospital is that little bit more comforting for patients and in some cases their 

families. 

 

Since this newsletter was first published the healthcare sector has undergone very significant changes. St. 

Vincentõs University Hospital has moved with these changes and continues to do so in a time where we 

see increasing demand on our services. With increased demand in services comes an increased demand on 

staff and resources within the hospital. It is important for all fundraisers and anyone who has donated to 

St Vincentõs Foundation to know that their contributions have gone or will go towards improving facilities 

for patients. Patient care is the number one priority in St Vincentõs University Hospital.  

 

Our mission in St. Vincentõs University Hospital is to provide the best patient care, with the best team and 

resources, using the best processes, and the best approach. The funding available to the hospital through 

St Vincentõs Foundation for specific projects or patient care areas is of enormous support to hospital  

management and staff in delivering our mission. The kind words of grateful patients and families are a huge 

source of reassurance to me that the entire team here in St. Vincentõs University Hospital deliver our  

mission on a daily basis in the delivery of care to our patients.  

 

In conclusion, I would like to reiterate my gratitude to the donors and  

fundraisers of St. Vincentõs Foundation. I would like to thank Mr John Hickey and 

the Board of St. Vincentõs Foundation for their dedication, commitment and hard 

work. It is very much appreciated. St. Vincentõs University Hospital was founded 

to provide free healthcare for those members of society who could not afford to 

pay for it. It is my privilege to lead St. Vincentõs University Hospital today and to 

continue to deliver on this principle. Your endless support makes a great  

difference.  

 

With gratitude, 

 

Kay Connolly, Chief Executive Officer, St Vincentõs University Hospital 
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However you choose to help St. Vincentõs you are assured that all your donation 
goes to your selected cause without deduction of costs.  

 
We are a voluntary organisation dedicated to raising funds for  

patient care, research and education in St. Vincentõs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Vincentõs Healthcare Group comprises 

St. Vincentõs University Hospital, Elm Park, Dublin 4 (affiliated 

with University College Dublin); St. Vincentõs Private Hospital, Elm 

Park, Dublin 4 & St. Michaelõs Hospital, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. 

www.stvincents.ie  

 

All donations and grants are shown on our website 

www.stvincentsfoundation.ie  

 

As a voluntary organisation, St. Vincentõs Foundation assures donors 

and fundraisers, that every cent raised goes to the intended cause.  

 

We can do this because the quite minimal costs involved in managing 

the Foundation are covered by donations from our Business  

Partners, many of whom have been supporting us for many years.  

We also defray costs by a small amount of bank interest. 
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In the following pages we detail many of the events that contribute to support for  

equipment and activities in our hospitals and to enable the many research projects 

that, over time, improve our capacity to care for patients and enhance their  

outcomes. Mostly, sources of support can be summarised as follows: 
 

§ Personal   Donations. Usually done on a confidential basis where the donor wishes to make a difference 

but not be publicly identified. We always respect this and, if in doubt, do not name benefactors.  

 

§ Fundraisers . Ranging from personal participation in large events to uniquely organised functions, these are a 

major contributor to our funds.  The creativity involved is amazing. 

 

§ Contributions from Pharmaceutical Companies.   In support of specific research projects or healthcare 

initiatives, these companysõ grants are very important in pursuing our aims of improving the medical  

         environment for our patients. 

 

§ Bequests. Increasingly in recent years we have seen that people are setting down what they want to happen 

after their death and often including a gift to a preferred charity. In our case this frequently is for a specific 

cause in the hospital.  Legacy income in 2018 was û140,900. St. Vincentõs is a partner and supporter of My 

Legacy to advance this in Ireland. In this issue there is a feature on making a Will. 

 

§ Donations in lieu of funeral flowers.  These continue to be a most generous source of support. The  

         generosity is all the more remarkable given the sadness affecting the bereaved families at the time. 

 

§ Wedding favours.   On a much happier note, we are always delighted when couples decide to include a gift 

to St. Vincentõs, as part of their wedding plans, instead of Wedding Favours on their great day. 

 

§ Tax Refunds. In some circumstances personal donations can allow us to make a claim from the Revenue for 

a tax rebate which increases the value of the donation at no further cost to the donor.  We encourage  

         donors to sign the necessary certificate where appropriate. 

 

§ Collection Boxes.  Each year these boxes throughout the hospital raise nearly û10,000 which is a very  

          welcome addition. We must thank those people who, completely anonymously, support our collection boxes       

          so generously throughout the hospital. 

 

§ Standing Orders.   We take the opportunity to thank the people who, over time, have created Standing 

Orders for regular payments to St. Vincentõs Foundation. Many of these have been running for several years 

and we really appreciate each and every one.  

 

 

A big, big thank you to all involved and we hope 

you will enjoy and be inspired by the stories that 

follow.  
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Christmas Cards & Christmas Raffle 

 
 

OUR 2018 CHRISTMAS C ARDS AND CHRISTMAS RAFFLE CAMPAIGNS WERE  IN SUPPORT OF 

CANCER CARE IN ST. V INCENTõS. THE CHRISTMAS RAFFLE DRAW TOOK PLACE ON WEDS 

19
TH 

DECEMBER. THANK YOU TO ALL OUR STAFF, PATIENTS AND SUPPORTERS WHO  

CONTRIBUTED TO A VERY SUCCESSFUL DRAW.  

 

THE TOTAL PROCEEDS O F OUR CHRISTMAS CARD  / RAFFLE SALES CAME TO OVER û7,200. 

WE WANT TO ESPECIALL Y THANK ALL OUR COLLEAGUES WHO SOLD RAFFLE TICKETS AT 

MAIN RECEPTION IN TH E HOSPITAL, IN ST. VINCENTõS PRIVATE HOSPITAL AND KSG IN ST. 

VINCENTõS, FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO THIS TERRIFIC SUCCESS.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO A LL WHO WON PRIZES IN  OUR RAFFLE, WHICH I NCLUDED STAFF, 

PATIENTS AND VISITORS.  

   

We are particularly thankful to the following who generously donated prizes  

 

Bianconiõs Bistro, Merrion Road  Clayton Hotel, Ballsbridge 

Goodbodys      Harbour Mill Westport  

Harvey Norman, Carrickmines  Home Instead Senior Care  

KSG         Merrion Inn  

Noonans      Talbot Hotel Stillorgan  

Tony Walshõs Allcare Pharmacy    Gloria Winterlich   
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Noreen Armstrong Memorial Ladies Lunch & Fundraising For Scalp Cooling Systems  

in St. Vincentõs: 

On November 3rd last, the family and friends of the late Noreen Armstrong organised the second  

fundraising Lunch in her memory, the first being held in 2016. 

 

The organising group selected Scalp Cooling systems for Cancer treatment to benefit from their  

fundraising.  With an attendance of over 250 women in the Radisson Blu St. Helenõs Hotel, they raised the 

magnificent total of û25,165.40, which enabled St. Vincentõs to purchase two systems.   

 

The patient benefit from this fabulous exercise is enormous and will continue to contribute to patient 

welfare for many years to come. Sincere thanks to all. 

 

Pictured are some photos from the day and 

also the cheque presentation  

attended by Teresa, Shiona & Maeve. 

 

 

Mitten Family Fundraising for the Liver Unit:  

Our thanks to Sarah Mitten and her mother Nicola for organising fundraising activities over last summer 

for the Liver Unit. 
 

From these activities they raised û1,097, which is again, a fantastic outcome. Sarah and her family have 

been consistent supporters over many years and have now raised in excess of û5,500 for Liver Unit  

patient care.  

 

Irish Pensions & Finance support  

Irish Pensions & Finance has been a welcome and consistent supporter of St.  

Vincentõs Foundation over the years. Colin Whelan (pictured) from the firm recently 

presented a cheque for û1,000, for which we are very grateful. 

 

Wedding Favours for the Liver Unit:  

Our thanks to our supporter Paddy Noonan who recently donated û200 to the Liver 

Unit in lieu of wedding favours. We wish him and Gill every happiness for their future 

together.  

 

 



 

 

Coffee Morning in memory of Margaret McKeon:  

Last October, in memory of her dear friend, Margaret McKeon R.I.P., Carmel Quinn 

from Booterstown organised a Coffee Morning to raise funds for Pancreatic Cancer 

care and research here in St. Vincentõs.  This is the second such event organised by 

Carmel and we are really grateful to her and to all involved. Supported by family, 

friends and neighbours, Carmel raised the magnificent amount of û2,095 for this 

vital area of medical care.  Again our sincere thanks to Carmel. 
 

Aoife Sullyõs Liver Transplant Event 

On New Yearõs Eve, Aoife Sully organised a 

disco in Wallõs/The Priory in County Kildare 

to raise funds for the Liver Transplant Unit in 

St. Vincentõs.   

 

Accompanying a fantastic hamper draw, Aoife 

and her family raised the phenomenal amount 

of û5,844. On behalf of our patients we thank 

you sincerely. 

 

We also want to thank the many supporters, 

who sponsored prizes, attended the event or 

bought tickets. Each and every one contributed to this success. 

Our photograph shows Aoife presenting the cheque accompanied by her Mum Jacinta  

and her sisters Katie, Amy (twin) & Emma. 

     

Donation for Pancreatic Cancer Care & Research:  

In memory of their beloved mother Evelyn Stewart R.I.P., her daughters Linda &  

Sandra travelled from Donegal to present funeral donations of û1,050. 

 

These funds are a welcome contribution to the very extensive Pancreatic Cancer  

programme in St. Vincentõs and we are grateful to the family and all donors, for their 

kindness. 
Sandra and Linda are pictured with Nurse Manager Patricia Cadam in St. Luke 2 Ward  

presenting this donation 

 

A personal Donation:  

We were stunned by the individual generosity of an existing patient earlier this year when he gave us a bank 

draft for û10,000 for patient care in the hospital. His only requirement of us was that his contribution was 

to be anonymous and of course, we respect that. Hopefully that donor reads this and knows how much we 

appreciate that amazing kindness. 

 

Bequests: 

Since our last issue, St. Vincentõs Foundation were most grateful to receive a bequest of ú10,000 for the 

Stroke Unit in November and ú5,000 for the Liver Unit in April. 

Fundraising Highlights continued........ 
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Fundraising for the Liver Unit in memory of Karen Jackson R.I.P.:  

In July 2018 a young patient, Karen Jackson died in St. Vincentõs. To all who knew her, Karen was a truly 

remarkable young woman and a shocking loss to her family. Across an amazing swathe of people and  

organisations that she was involved with, there was a  

determination to raise funds for the Liver Unit in the hospital 

and to ensure that other patients would benefit over time from 

this tragedy.  We feature many of the fundraising outcomes  

below and more under Dublin Marathon. 

 

As we sympathise with Karenõs grieving family we thank them 

for their kindness in the very worst of circumstances, following 

which we received very significant òin memoryó donations. 
 

St. Aidanõs Comprehensive School, Cootehill fundraising for the Liver Unit: 

The 1st year students in St. Aidan's Comprehensive School in Cootehill, Co. Cavan organised a 10km  

fundraising walk in memory of their much-loved former pupil Karen.  
Pictured above are the students presenting their cheque to John Hickey of St. Vincent's Foundation in the company of 

Tom Jackson, Karen's Dad and teacher Sinéad Ni Bhaoill who organised this activity. 
The students' objective was to fundraise for the Liver Unit in St. Vincent's. Having undertaken this gruelling 

endeavour the students raised the magnificent sum of û2,000 for the Unit.   

 

The Transition Year students in St. Aidan's undertook a most creative 
project to raise more money for the Liver Unit, in memory of Karen. 

Under the guidance of their art teacher, Ms.  

Genevieve Gallagher, each student produced a 

woollen patch of knitting or crochet. The  

patches were then combined to form a blanket 

which is, quite simply, unique and a work of art 

in its own right.   
 

The pictures of the blanket shown here with some of the T.Y. students, and their teacher 

Genevieve Gallagher, demonstrates the excellence of the work and the amount of effort that went into making it.  
The blanket was raffled, in Karenõs memory and raised ú400, which is a very welcome contribution to the 

hospital capacity in liver treatment. On behalf of our patients we are extremely grateful to the students 

and to their teachers in the school.  

 

St. Finbarrõs Ladies F.C. fundraising in memory of Karen Jackson R.I.P. 

St. Finbarrõs Ladies Football Club of Drung, County Cavan organised an ambitious fundraising in memory of 

their much loved club member Karen Jackson. The dual aim of the effort was to produce a new club strip 

and make a contribution to the Liver Unit in St. Vincentõs. The strip (see the photos below) commemorates  

Karen with the inclusion of her initials on the sleeve and, very importantly, highlights an appeal for  

potential organ donors. The û700 committed to 

the Liver Unit is a great additional contribution 

to patient care and research in Liver related  

illness and transplant. 

 

Thank You to all concerned for this massive  

effort. 

Fundraising Highlights continued........ 
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2019 Womenõs Mini Marathon: 

The 2019 VHI Womenõs Marathon is taking place on Sunday 2nd June. Best of 

luck to  the many participants taking part in this event, fundraising for different 

causes here in St. Vincentõs. Last year we received donations of over û17,000 

from this event. We will have further updates in the next edition. 

 

Eamonn & Mary Burkeõs annual Charity Swim for the Liver Unit: 

When the rest of us are enjoying the relaxation of the Christmas and New Year periods, Eamonn & Mary 

Burke from Arklow have been busy organising their annual sponsored Swim to raise funds for the Liver 

Unit here in St. Vincentõs, as they have done for so many years. 

 

On St. Stephens Day 2018, the event achieved a new record for fundraising on the day, with a total of 
û6,030. Eamonn & Mary Burke, their family, friends and supporters have been one of our most successful 

fundraisers, with a total of circa û55,000 raised, some predating the establishment of St. Vincentõs  

Foundation in 2008.  

 

When Eamonn & Mary came to St. Vincentõs to present their fundraising proceeds, they had a tour of the 

new Liver Unit facilities in St. Brigidõs and saw at firsthand how this event and others make such a  

difference to patient outcomes and patient comfort. Our sincere thanks to all concerned. 
See below photos of Eamonn & Mary Burke presenting their fundraising proceeds and also a selection of  

photos taken on the day of the Swim. 

Fundraising Highlights continued........ 


