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This is a significant edition of Friends of St. Vincentõs being the 25th issue in the sixteen years that St.  

Vincentõs Foundation has been in existence. It is also a milestone for me personally because it will be my 

final contribution to Friends of St. Vincentõs. I will be retiring as Voluntary C.E.O. at the end of this year. 

It is my opportunity to thank the myriad of donors and fundraisers who made such a contribution to St. 

Vincentõs in that time. I also want to express my gratitude to the wonderful staff in all areas in St. Vincentõs 

who made this role so enjoyable. 

 

Reading back through a sample of the back issues, I am struck by the repeated evidence of the generosity of 

the supporters. The kindness of donors is amazing each year enabling many investments in medical  

equipment, research and education that would not have happened otherwise. All of these contribute to 

improved outcomes for our patients now and in the future. The ingenuity and energy of the people who 

organise fundraisers is heartwarming and the results they have achieved have made a phenomenal  

difference to the caring capacity of our hospitals.  

 
Many of these donors and fundraisers have supported St. Vincentõs multiple times and often in the sad  

situation where they have lost a loved one. Such selflessness is humbling for us to observe and a huge  

motivation for us all in our roles in the hospital. We encourage you to view the details under Fundraising & 

Donor Highlights which I think you will find inspiring.   I want to express our grateful thanks to all  

concerned. 

 

In this edition we have included a summary of the performance of St. Vincentõs Foundation in 2023. It was 

an extraordinarily positive outcome with funds received totaling over û1.6M from all sources. We provided 

just over û855,000 in grants during the year. The benefits of these are already being felt in the hospital and 

will continue to do so over the years ahead.  In the following pages we have given more detail of the year. 

We are deeply grateful to everyone who made this possible. 

 

As a general policy we donõt name donors but we would like to make an exception in one case. When we 

started out in 2008, one of the first donors was Joan Evans and she has consistently supported us ever 

since. Joan would like us to record that and we are delighted to do so. 

 

Featured in this edition is news of a very exciting development in St. Vincentõs. We are in the final stages of 

developing a Simulation Laboratory (SIMLab). This state-of-the-art facility will be a major asset for training 

of students and medical practitioners at all stages of their careers.   

 

The SIMLab will be named in memory of a much loved and respected Surgeon in St. Vincentõs; the late Enda 

McDermott. The total cost to date of nearly û800,000 has been enabled by donations particularly by the 

McDermott family and U.C.D..  We are so grateful to all and look forward to this further evolution of St 

Vincentõs as a world-class training hospital. 

  

Of course no issue of Friends of St Vincentõs would be complete without featuring details of fundraisers in 

all their wonderful examples of creativity, organisational excellence and wonderful energy. During the last  
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year the events have ranged from table quizzes, golf classics, mountain climbs, raffles, and round-the-
world cycles. These are just a small sample of the undertakings which you the reader will doubtless enjoy 

and be uplifted by their generosity. 

 

2024 to date has been equally well supported by so many people who 

want to give back in gratitude for the care that they have had in St.  

Vincentõs. In the year so far we have received û1.1M and provided  

approx. û1M in grants for projects in the hospitals in St. Vincentõs 

Healthcare Group. 

 

Over the years we have reported on interesting times and events in 

the nearly 200 years of existence of St. Vincentõs. We have always had  

positive feedback on these and we have included some of them in this 

edition.  

 

John Hickey 
 

 

 

 

I encourage readers to visit our website www.stvincentsfoundation.ie from time to time for  

regular updates. 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity as the new Chairperson of St.  Vincentõs Foundation, to thank 

and pay tribute to David Ryan, Chair of St. Vincentõs Foundation over the last number of years and 

his fellow Directors - John Hickey, Stephanie Fitzpatrick-Gordon & Dermot Furey ð for their  

commitment and stewardship of SVF.  They have stepped 

down as Directors of the Foundation.   

 

It would be remiss of me not to single out and thank John 

Hickey, Board Director who has retired as CEO of 

SVF.  His commitment, guidance and management over 

16 years on a voluntary basis is exceptional.  We cannot 

thank him enough.  
 

Conall OõHalloran,  

Director Chairperson, St. Vincentõs Foundation 
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Income: 2023 was a record year for income in St. Vincentõs Foundation (SVF) with total receipts of 
û1,647,135. The source of the funds is set out in the chart below. The biggest contributor was Donations 

followed by Fundraising proceeds and bequests. In-memory donations were also very important 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receipts throughout the year were very strong with û580,145 of the total received in the first half and 

û1,066,990 received in the second half. This latter figure was significantly affected by two donations  

totalling û750,000 towards the development of the new Simulation Laboratory (SimLab) in St Vincentõs 

University Hospital. This will be a major addition to training and development of medical staff.  

 

Fundraising by a wide range of supporters and events continued to be very important as well as the very 

generous decision by many bereaved families to request donations to St. Vincentõs in lieu of funeral  

flowers. Reclaims of taxation on donations are included in the overall donation figure. 

 

Most of the money we received was restricted to particular medical areas or specific projects. The latter 

was largely related to the Simlab. In total, û1,560,694 of funds received were restricted to specific causes 

with û86,441 unrestricted. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Individual details of all receipts are shown on the website 
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Grants:  

During the year we made grant disbursements of û855,849 

§ û455,018 of total grants was provided to purchase Equipment and Software for patient treatment 

and support. 

§ û227,868 was contributed to Medical Education and Research projects. 

§ û172,963 was spend on Patient Care. 

 

Total grants in 2023 showed a significant increase of 94% on 2022.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Grants are shown separately on our website 

 

Principal Grant Allocations:  

§ û172,000 for PsychoOncology service in St Vincentõs Private Hospital supported by a Donor Family 

§ Robotic Medication Compounding system for Cancer treatments û100,000 

§ Enhanced diagnostic equipment for E.N.T. Department û85,000 

§ A new automated correspondence system for SVUH û73,000 

§ Post Graduate Education û70,000 

§ Obesity Research û50,000 in partnership with Maynooth University 

 

Expenses: 

St. Vincentõs Foundation continues to operate on a voluntary basis with no salaries or wages. Costs 

showed a marginal increase of 2.5% from û19,975 in 2022 to û20,479 in 2023.  

 

Principal expenses are fees for accounting, legal and insurance, website hosting and maintenance, and  

production of our donorõs magazine Friends of St. Vincentõs. Travel costs, telephone costs, commission  

payments to iDonate for online donations, and financial charges make up the balance.  

 

 

Full details of the 2023 accounts are available on our website 

www.stvincentsfoundatiion.ie  
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The ambition, vision and generosity of Mary Aikenhead (pictured) was evident when 

she founded St. Vincentõs Hospital in 1834. She stated  

 

òI long to provide a hospital wherein the sick in need can receive every  

remedy that the physician has to offer and every comfort that the Sisters of 

Charity can bring.ó   

 

 

Donor Support:  

From the very beginning the generosity of supporters enabled St. Vincentõs to provide excellent 

healthcare to patients who could not afford to pay for care themselves. We do not propose to list them 

all but include some of the more outstanding contributions during the 190-year life of the hospital.  

 

At the outset in 1834, the first building of the hospital in St. 
Stephenõs Green was purchased from The Earl of Meath 

with a gift of £3,000 from the family of Sister Frances  

Teresa OõFarrell, a newly entered nun in the Order.  

Records in 1834 also show that the Marchioness of  

Wellesley donated £20 to help with fitting out the hospital.  

In the same year this was further supplemented by a  

Christmas collection which raised £36.18s.4d. These were 

vital supports at a time when money was scarce.  
St. Vincentõs Hospital, St. Stephenõs Green 

In those early years one of the more interesting fundraising activities came about somewhat by accident. 

A sailor who had been treated in St. Vincentõs left a parrot to the Matron. It subsequently emerged that 

the parrot swore fluently and was considered unsuitable to be in a hospital. It was decided that he should 

be auctioned and £60 was raised from the auction.  

 

In 1841 the family of a young nun donated funds to buy 57 St. Stephenõs Green from the Earl of 

Wesmeath which doubled the size of the hospital.  

 

Records from 1864 show that a Mr Francis Coppinger of Mounttown Castle, provided funds to purchase 

a property from the Earl of Carysfort. This was to be used as a convalescent facility. The running costs of 

this building were funded by a bequest from Michael Bernard Mullins of Merrion Square.  
 

In 1860 Dublin Corporation donated Ã300 to St. Vincentõs and three years later this was increased to 

£400. At this time the annual salary of a Medical Consultant was £50.  

 

The historic records of the hospital through those years mention many sales of work, penny collections 

and personal donations.  
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Donor support continued in the modern era. At a cost 

of £2,700,000 the Education & Research Centre in St.  

Vincentõs was developed and opened in 1989. For the  

following five years there was extensive fundraising 

which included sponsored horseracing events and Gala 

Balls. The support of the business community was  

canvassed and medical and other staff in the hospital 

were active in contributing to the successful creation 

of this great facility which serves well to this day and is 

now the home of our new Simulation Laboratory. 

Elm Park Site July 1972 

 

Art sales and golf outings were annual fundraising events during the 1990õs and early years of this century. 

All contributed in their time to the development of care in St. Vincentõs.  

 

The variety of recent fundraising events are well chronicled in this magazine and in earlier editions, as well 

as on our website. They demonstrate that the generous giving and fundraising of the Friends of St. Vincentõs 

remains as vibrant as ever. 
 

St. Vincentõs in troubled times: 

The historical records demonstrate some highlights and many challenges for St. Vincentõs Hospital during 

itsõ history. 

 

The first half of the 20th century saw significant turbulence in Ireland and internationally. Over that period 

there were two World Wars in addition to the 1916 Rising and subsequent unrest in Ireland. These had a 

major impact on the patients and staff in St. Vincentõs.  

 

The Great War from 1914 to 1917 saw a number of the staff serve in medical roles, not just in the British 

army but also in the French. There is no record of fatalities among the staff who served in the Great War 

but a number of staff lost sons in action including at the historic battle of Gallipoli and at Flanders.  A  

further impact of that terrible period was the number of wounded soldiers who were treated in St. 

Vincentõs on returning from the war.  

 

The 1916 Rising created an almost immediate impact on St. Vincentõs with the first casualty brought to 

the hospital early on the morning of Easter Monday. He was dead on arrival and was followed quickly by 

another young man who was already dead and a further wounded man. At least two of these casualties 

were bystanders to the events. Interestingly the chief medical officer in the GPO over those few days was 

James Ryan who was studying medicine at St. Vincentõs Hospital. Dr James Ryan went on later to become 

Minister for Health.  

 

Among the notable events in St. Vincentõs in the Civil War that followed in the 1920õs was the death, in 

the hospital, of Arthur Griffith while under the care of Oliver St. John Gogarty. Of historical note also 

was that the body of General Michael Collins was brought to St. Vincentõs after he was shot, at B®al na 

Bláth, in Cork in August 1922.  
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During the Second World War from 1939 to 1945, St. Vincentõs was on standby as a casualty clearing 

hospital to accommodate potential victims of air raids. The plan involved the immediate vacation of the 

top floors to accommodate the intake. The period also presented challenges for the management of the 

hospital with rationing of petrol and medical supplies. They coped very well.  

 

Evolution of Medicine:  

Obviously much has changed in the delivery of medical care over the last 190 years. One outstanding  

example is in Radiology. Modern medicine is hugely dependent of radiology for diagnostic purposes and 

for determining treatment paths. The capacity in this regard has evolved enormously over the years. 

 

The origins of X-Ray date back to1895 when a scientist, Wilhelm Roentgen of Würzburg University,  

discovered that an electrical discharge, passed through a Crookesõ Tube under certain conditions could 

generate an image which was to be developed and become a primitive photo of parts of the body,  

particularly the hand or foot.  

 
The management of St. Vincentõs saw the potential for this and established the X-Ray Department, or  

Radiology as it better now described, in 1904. Very few hospitals in Europe were equipped with a  

complete x-ray department at the time and such departments were usually situated in the cellars or  

basement. At St. Vincentõs a small room adjacent to the operating theatre was adapted for the purpose.  

 

Over the next 100 years or so the evolution of Radiology became a vital element in diagnosis and  

treatment as well as an important contributor to medical education.  

 

It is hard to imagine the humble beginnings of radiology in the outstanding equipment and professionals 

that work in this field in St. Vincentõs today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

St. Vincentôs Private Hospital 
 

 
 
St. Vincentôs University Hospital  

 
 
 
 

St. Michaelõs Hospital Dun Laoghaire 
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In the following pages we detail many of the events that contribute to  

support for equipment and activities in our hospitals and to enable the many 

research projects that, over time, improve our capacity to care for patients 

and enhance their outcomes. Mostly, sources of support can be summarised 

as follows: 
§ Personal   Donations. Usually done on a confidential basis where the donor wishes to make a difference 

but not be publicly identified. We always respect this and, if in doubt, do not name benefactors.  

 

§ Fundraisers. Ranging from personal participation in large events to uniquely organised functions, these are a 

major contributor to our funds.  The creativity involved is amazing. 

 

§ Contributions from Pharmaceutical Companies.   In support of specific research projects or healthcare 

initiatives, these companysõ educational grants are very important in pursuing our aims of improving the  

         medical environment for our patients. 

 

§ Bequests. Increasingly in recent years we have seen that people are setting down what they want to happen 

after their death and often including a gift to a preferred charity. In our case this frequently is for a specific 

cause in the hospital.  St. Vincentõs Foundation has been an active partner in MyLegacy.ie in encouraging  

          people to make Wills and to consider a small donation to a charity of their choice. The central feature of  

          this is òBest Will Weekó which happens each Autumn. 

 

§ Donations in lieu of funeral flowers.  These continue to be a most generous source of support. The  

         generosity is all the more remarkable given the sadness affecting the bereaved families at the time. 

We always advise families of each donation when they are requested in lieu of flowers. 

 

§ Wedding favours.   On a much happier note, we are always delighted when couples decide to include a gift 

to St. Vincentõs, as part of their wedding plans, instead of Wedding Favours on their great day. 

 

§ Tax Refunds. In some circumstances personal donations can allow us to make a claim from the Revenue for 

a tax rebate which increases the value of the donation at no further cost to the donor.  We encourage  

         donors to sign the necessary certificates where appropriate. 

 

§ Collection Boxes.  Each year these boxes throughout the hospital raise nearly û10,000 which is a very  

          welcome addition. We must thank those people who, completely anonymously, support our collection boxes       

          so generously throughout the hospital. 
 

§ Standing Orders.   We take the opportunity to thank the people who, over time, have created Standing 

Orders for regular payments to St. Vincentõs Foundation. Many of these have been running for several years 

and we really appreciate each and every one.  
A big, big thank you to all involved and we hope you will enjoy and be inspired  

by the stories that follow.  

St. Vincentõs Healthcare Group comprises: 
 

St. Vincentõs University Hospital, Elm Park, Dublin 4 
(affiliated with University College Dublin) 
St. Vincentõs Private Hospital, Merrion Road, Dublin 4  
St. Michaelõs Hospital, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. 



 

 

2023 Lambay Christmas Lights appeal for Colorectal Cancer care and research:  

Following the success of a Christmas lights fundraising project undertaken by Ciara Crangle and her friends 

and neighbours in Ballybrack in 2022, Ciara also organised a similar event in December 2023. We are  

delighted to report the Christmas 2023 event raised û2,857.83 for Colorectal Cancer patient care and  

research here in St. Vincentõs. 

 

Ciara and one of her main sponsors, Alan Conway, Locksmith  
presented the cheque for the money raised. Ciara also wishes to 

acknowledge the support of all her sponsors: 

Alan Conway Locksmith  Conor Dorans Pharmacy 

Michael Donovan & Sons  Southside Partnership Ballybrack 

Jimmy Doyle (JD) Tyres  Tom, The Igo Inn, Ballybrack  

This terrific result was achieved despite serious weather challenges 

during the event. On behalf of all our patients we express our  

sincere thanks for this wonderful activity and result.  
Pictured is Ciara Crangle along with Alan Conway presenting her 2023 proceeds. 

We are delighted that Ciara is again undertaking a fundraising appeal at Christmas this year. 

 

St. Michaelõs College support for Enda McDermott  

Simulation Laboratory in St. Vincentõs: 

St. Michaelõs College in Ballsbridge has been one of our most loyal 

fundraising supporters over the last ten years or so. Primarily 

through their annual Christmas Tree sale, they have donated 

û26,500 to projects in the hospital.  

 

In January they presented a further û2,000 which will support the 

exciting development of a state of the art Simulation Laboratory here 
in St. Vincentõs.  We are truly thankful for this wonderful  

support and look forward to our partnership for the future. 
 

Pictured is Aidan OõDonnell, Vice-Principal, St. Michaelõs College presenting 2023 Christmas Tree sale fundraising  

 

Subsequently in February, through the huge  

relationship that Annette McDermott has had with 

St. Michaelõs, the college made a donation of 

û1,000 to help with this existing project named in 

memory of Annetteõs beloved husband Enda R.I.P.  

 
Enda was a highly respected consultant in St.  

Vincentõs for many years, until his sudden death in 

2021.  
Pictured at the presentation of the cheque to John  

Hickey, St. Vincentõs Foundation are L. to R. Endaõs 

son-in-law Declan, his daughters Emma & Aisling and 

Endaõs wife Annette 

 

Fundraising & Donor Highlights continued........ 

Page 10 



 

 

Page 11 

Bray Vet òin memoryó fundraising for St. Anneõs Cancer Care: 

Our thanks to Bray Vet for organising a fundraising walk and donations in memory of a beloved family  

member and colleague. û2,684 was donated for St. Anneõs Cancer Care. Thank you to all concerned. 

 

Bequests: During 2024 we received a number of Bequests for different causes in the hospital: 

§ ϵ1,000 in March 2024 for Cancer Research 

§ ϵ1,000 in March 2024 for Patient Care 

§ ϵ9,000 in April 2024 for Patient Care 

§ ϵ50,000 in May 2024 for St. Anneõs Cancer Care 

 

We also wish to acknowledge a number of individual large donations over the year : 

§ ϵ4,000 from a grateful patient with ϵ800 each for Patient Care, Breast Cancer, Colorectal, Cancer & 

Pancreatic Cancer 

§ ϵ5,000 in memory donation for Cystic Fibrosiscand Palliative Care 

§ ϵ20,000 grateful donation for Cancer Research 

§ ϵ1,000 donation for Breast Cancer care and research 

§ ϵ7,000 in memory donation and fundraising for St. Vincentõs Private Hospital 

§ ϵ1,000 from a family for the Liver Unit 

§ ϵ4,000 from an Anonymous donor for Patient Care 

§ ϵ1,500 from an Anonymous donor for the Liver Unit 

§ ϵ2,100 from an Anonymoud donor with ϵ700 each for Chaplaincy, Patient Care and Research. 

 
In Memory donations: We see an increasing trend of bereaved families requesting that donations, in lieu 

of flowers, are made in support of St. Vincentõs. We are most appreciative of this generosity at a time of 

great sadness for the family. In Memory donations totalled more than ϵ36,000 in 2023. 
 

2024 Sligo Warriors Run:  

The 2024 Warriors Run (first held in 1985) was held again in August 2024. Runners 

from all over Ireland and wider afield, came to Strandhill to follow in the footsteps of 

the ancient warriors of Queen Maeve, historical Queen of Connaught.  

  

Since 2013, the Sligo Warriors Run Committee has donated to St. Vincentõs at the 

request of Denis Foley, whose land is part of the course.  This year, Denis again  

nominated St. Vincentõs Hospital and a most generous donation of û4,000 was  

received from them, to be used for the Liver Unit here in St. Vincentõs. We are most grateful to Denis  

Foley, the Warriors Run Committee and all involved for their generosity over the years and for again 

thinking of our patients.  

  
Jillian McNultyõs Valentineõs Ball 2024: 

Our wonderful fundraiser of many years, Jillian McNulty from County Longford again held a fundraising 

Valentineõs Ball in February this year. From this event Jillian donated û5,880 for the C.F. Unit here in St. 

Vincentõs. 

 

Movember 2023 fundraising::  

Thank you to our regular supporter Sami Bouakkaz who undertook Movember fundraising again in 2023 

and raised a further û1,155 for Pancreatic Cancer care and research. 

Fundraising & Donor Highlights continued........ 
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Fundraising  & Donor Highlights continued........ 

Bingo Night in Arklow Bay Hotel, 25/11/2023 & St. Stephenõs Day Charity Swim 2023 in 

Memory of Eamon Burke R.I.P.  - Fundraising for the Liver Unit:  

We have previously highlighted the phenomenal fundraising of Eamon & Mary Burke and their family for the 

Liver Unit. We also carried a feature on Eamonõs death in April 2023, acknowledging the wonderful  

friendship he has shown to St. Vincentõs over so many years. 

 

Continuing the generosity that Eamon & Mary have always demonstrated, the family organised the annual St. 

Stephenõs Day Swim and in addition held a Bingo Night in November. Through all these efforts they raised 

û14,100 for St. Vincentõs Liver Unit. This brings to almost û85,000 the cumulative sum contributed to the 

Unit. 

 

On a very poignant visit to the hospital during the year Mary and her family were photographed presenting 

the outcome, which was a record fundraising achievement for them in any one year. Our sincere thanks to 

the family and to all their supporters. 
Pictured presenting the fundraising proceeds to John  

Hickey, St. Vincentõs Foundation are from L.to R. 

Dean Dickenson, Clive Burke, Mary Wood, Mary 

Burke & David Burke. Also some pictures from the 

Stephenõs Day Swim. 
 

The Burke Family are again undertaking a  

Bingo Night and St. Stephenõs Day Charity 

Swim in 2024 and their unstinting support is so 

much appreciated. We will of course provide 

updates on the outcome of this yearõs events 

in the next issue of òFriends of St. Vincentõsó. 



 

 

Page 13 

Olivia OõKeeffe Trust Fund donation to the Intensive Care Unit and Tom OõKeeffe Ultra 

Marathon fundraising for I.C.U. & Liver Unit:  

 

Olivia OõKeeffe passed away, aged 33, in December 2021 in the Intensive Care Unit in St. Vincentõs  

University Hospital. Olivia had been a recipient of two liver transplants; the first of which was when she 

was aged just two years old. In an extraordinary act of generosity, Oliviaõs family donated ú18,000 to  

support the I.C.U. from the Trust Fund in her name. 

 

On behalf of our patients, we are humbled and most appreciative of this kindnessWe feel it is appropriate 

to include here a quote from Oliviaõs Mum, Katie, òOrgan Transplants would not be possible without  the  

generosity of the donors & their families, and to them, we are eternally gratefuló. 

 

Tom OõKeeffe (a cousin of Oliviaõs) who lives in Cheshire in England, organised an ingenious series of  

activities to raise funds for The Intensive Care and Liver Units in St. Vincentõs. Tom ran an Ultramarathon 

to coincide with the 2nd anniversary of Oliviaõs death. Tomõs ultimate commitment was to run 1km for  
every £100 donated by the anniversary date. Given the phenomenal response of over £9,000 donated by 

that time, Tom ran 90.3 Km in 12 hours and 10 minutes of òmoving timeó. This feat of endurance is difficult 

for most of us to comprehend. 

 

Tom supplemented this major undertaking by adopting other challenges during the six months of  

fundraising from July to December. These included swimming 5 marathons in 5 days and completing the 

òDavid Goggins 4/4/48 Challengeó(where he ran 4 miles every 4 hours for 48 hours). Subsequent to these  

super-human endeavours, Tom received further donations, ultimately raising £15,213.66 (ú17,380.16).  

ú11,423.11 was donated to I.C.U. and ú5,957.05 to the Liver Unit. 

 

Tom came from England and with some of the OõKeeffe family to presented the final proceeds. We are so 

grateful for this supreme contribution as well as being in awe of his achievements. 

 

Pictured presenting the fundraising proceeds to John Hickey, St. Vincentõs Foundation are members of the OõKeeffe 

family as follows: Gerry, Maria, Jill, Tom, Aidan & David OõKeeffe and Maria, Jill, Gerry, Tom, Aidan & David OõKeeffe 

 

 

Fundraising & Donor Highlights continued........ 
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Climbs4Kevin & In Memory donations and  

fundraising in memory of Kevin Coleman RIP for  

Sarcoma Research &Awareness:  

We report now on the response of an amazing family to 

the tragic death of a much loved man. Sadly, in July 2022, 

aged 29, Kevin Coleman was diagnosed with Sarcoma, a 

rare form of cancer. He underwent radiotherapy, surgery 

and chemotherapy in subsequent months, in St. Vincentõs. 

Unfortunately, the cancer spread and Kevin passed away 

12 months after his diagnosis, on 14th July 2023, just over 

a week after his 30th birthday and 24 hours after his wedding to Megan Conlon, his long-term partner.   
Photo above shows the group at the top of Croagh Patrick during the Climbs4Kevin Challenge. 

 

The incredible response of the family was to put their energy to making a difference 

to other people who encounter this terrible situation. They requested donations in 

lieu of flowers at Kevinõs funeral to which there was an unprecedented response. 

Their local GAA Club nominated the Kevin Coleman fundraising to benefit from their 

2023 event of their annual òRiverstown Road to Samó. A series of GAA competitions, 

table quizzes, and auctions together raised ú3,350 for this great cause. 
David McKeown presents the funds raised by Riverstown GAA in òRiverstown Road to Samó. 

  

In total these activities raised the outstanding sum of ú10,269 for Sarcoma Research & Awareness but the 
best was yet to come! 

 

Hiking and climbing and other outdoor activities played an important part in Kevinõs life 

(see photo of Kevin). He took on one of the biggest peaks in 2011, completing Kilimanjaro 

for charity aged just 18.  Motivated by this background Kevinõs family and supporters  

established the Climbs4Kevin Challenge. Over two days - 12th & 13th July 2024 his family 

members and friends climbed a peak in each of the four Irish Provinces. This gruelling challenge raised an  

unbelievable total of ú72,600. This means that all these endeavours together contributed almost ú83,000 to 

Sarcoma Research & Awareness. Everyone in St. Vincentõs is humbled and so grateful for this extraordinary 

response to a family tragedy and below we capture some of the outcome in photos. 

 

Kevinõs wife, Megan, his parents Peter and Margaret, and his brothers, Niall and Ciaran came to Dublin for 

the formal conclusion of this exceptional journey.  
Pictured are members of the Coleman family Niall, Ciaran, Peter, Margaret & Megan with John Hickey of St. Vincentõs 
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2024 Womenõs Mini Marathon ð Thank you to our fundraisers:  

 

A very sincere thanks to all our participants and supporters who took part in 

the 2024 Womenõs Marathon on Sunday 2nd June 2024, fundraising for  

various causes here in St. Vincentõs. 

 

From this yearõs event, over û11,000 has been raised for causes including the Intensive Care Unit, Liver Unit, Cancer 

Care & Research, Neuro Endocrine Tumour and the Cara Ward in St. Vincentõs Private Hospital. 

 

Chelseaõs 2024 VHI Womenõs Mini Marathon fundraising for I.C.U. 

We have been fortunate to be supported in the past by Chelsea Noonan-Moriarty from County Meath,  

raising û2,175 for St. Vincentõs Intensive Care Unit (I.C.U.). Once again, Chelsea along with family and friends 
participated in the 2024 Womenõs Mini 

Marathon. In the process they raised a  

further û2,740 for the I.C.U. in St.  

Vincentõs. We are really grateful on behalf 

of our patients for this wonderful  

contribution and great effort. 

 
Pictured are the group taking part in this yearõs 

Mini Marathon (Chelsea Noonan -Moriarty,  

Marie Noonan -Moriarty, Alex Noonan -

Moriarty,  Tomás Moriarty,  Judy Moriarty, 

Jessica Moriarty, Michael Burke, Amber Cooke 

Allen, Margaret Muldoon, Aoife Muldoon,  

Bernie Moriarty, Lauren Moriarty)  

 

I.P.F. Sandymount run for Pancreatic Cancer:  

Our thanks to Wendy Thompson in Irish Pensions & Finance, who along with colleagues and friends  

organised the I.P.F. Sandymount Run on 12th March last, fundraising for Pancreatic Cancer care here in St. 

Vincentõs. We are most grateful for the total of û1,200 raised from this event. 

 

Annetteõs fundraiser for the Liver Unit: 
Our thanks to the Patterson Family from County Limerick who fundraised for the Liver Unit, following a 

family memberõs successful Liver Transplant. Their JustGiving fundraising page raised û3,890, which is of great 

benefit to our Liver Unit. Our thanks to all concerned. 

 

3Q Recruitment donation for Patient Care:  

Thank you to all in 3Q Recruitment who made a very generous donation of û1,000 in October for patient 

care in the hospital. 

 

Four Peaks Challenge for Intensive Care Unit:  

In memory of his beloved father David R.I.P., Glenn Kelly from County Meath, along with 3 friends Paul Kelly,  

Martin Duffy and Stephen Dunne climbed the highest peaks in the 4 provinces in June to fundraise for the 

Intensive Care Unit here in St. Vincentõs.  Through their iDonate fundraising page, they raised the magnificent 

amount of û1,400 for the Intensive Care Unit. Well done to all who took part and supported this endeavour. 

Fundraising & Donor Highlights continued........ 
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Sale of Sunflowers for Cystic Fibrosis Unit:  

After the enormous success of the inaugural event in 2023, we honestly did not think it was possible that it 

would be surpassed.  It was. Philip Dunne in partnership with Elaine Timmins, along with support from their 

families, friends and community, created an acre of sunflowers. Building on the success of the first event, they 

enhanced it to be effectively a Festival of Sunflowers. As well as the sunflowers, they had photo  

opportunities, ice cream and coffee stands, over two weekends and an additional Sunday. With this  

magnificent creativity and phenomenal hard work the brilliant sum of û9,635.52 was raised and contributed 

to the C.F. Unit in St. Vincentõs Hospital. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured are Philip & Elaine with Prof. Charles Gallagher and members of the C.F. team which includes Jo Doyle, Paula 

Farrell, Mel Shanley, Daniel Goldstone, Margeurite Murphy, Chloe Farrell, Brenda Grogan, Catherine McKeown, 

Michelle Callaghan & Clare Reilly 
This now brings to almost û19,000 the contribution from Philip and Elaineõs efforts. On behalf of our  

patients, we cannot overstate our appreciation. 

 

Chubb European Group fundraising and donations for the Liver Unit:  

In support of a colleague who attends the Liver Unit here in St. Vincentõs, Chubb European Group organised 

fundraising and a donation for the Liver Unit totalling û6,281.09. Thank you on behalf of our patients. 

 

Hugh Cooney Memorial Fund for PsychoOncology services in St. Vincentõs Private Hospital: 

As mentioned in previous editions, the provision of PsychoOncology service in St Vincentõs Private Hospital 

was initiated by the late Hugh Cooney, shortly before his death.  It has been of immeasurable benefit to  

patients and staff in the hospital and we are so grateful for that.  
 

In memory of their Dad, his family has continued the extraordinary generosity over the years since the  

service was created. Their contributions continued the provisoin of a PsychoOncology service in St.  

Vincentõs Private Hospital.  This year they have donated a further û50,000 for this great cause from which so 

many have benefitted. 

Fundraising & Donor Highlights continued........ 


